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FIRST DIVISION MUSEUM ANNOUNCES MAJOR REDESIGN
Renovation will enhance the visitor experience by updating
1st Infantry Division history since 1970 and refreshing current exhibits
Wheaton, Ill., April 1, 2016 — The First Division Museum at Cantigny Park will begin a
transformational redesign project in November aimed at showcasing the full history of the U.S.
Army’s 1st Infantry Division from its creation in 1917 through the present day and into the
future.
The First Division Museum has been a part of Cantigny Park and the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation since 1960. The original museum was housed in what is now the Cantigny Park
Visitors Center. The museum’s much larger and current home opened in 1992.
Most of the current museum presents the 1st Infantry Division’s history through 1970, when the
Division returned from Vietnam. The project announced today will allow a comprehensive
telling of the “Big Red One’s” service since the Vietnam War and provide for future updates.
Luci Creative from Lincolnwood (Ill.) will design the new and re-conceptualized exhibits.
“The First Division Museum’s mission is to present a complete history of the 1st Infantry
Division,” said David Hiller, president and CEO of the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, which
oversees all operations at Cantigny Park. “We owe that to our soldiers and veterans and also to
those who visit Cantigny.”
“The Division was influential in the life of our benefactor,” Hiller added, “and we’re confident
that Colonel McCormick’s wishes are being honored here today.”
The renovation will require the First Division Museum to close after Veterans Day, November
11, 2016. The museum expects to reopen in summer 2017, in observance of the centennial of the
1st Infantry Division and World War I.
“It’s very important to tell the 1st Infantry Division’s story since the Vietnam era, and this project
allows us to do that in a new, exciting way,” said Paul Herbert, the museum’s executive director.
“Our new exhibits will show the full scope of the many missions our soldiers and our armed
forces perform; and will allow visitors to form their own opinions about our common defense.”

While the footprint of the museum is not changing, visitors will see dramatic differences inside.
The lobby and existing walk-through exhibit gallery will be refreshed with interactive
technology and new artifact displays. Most notably, the large temporary exhibit space on the east
end of the museum will be converted to new exhibits dedicated to the 1st Division’s more recent
history. Here, Luci’s cutting-edge storytelling techniques are sure to leave a lasting impression
on visitors.
“We are both honored and excited to play a lead role in this project,” said A.J. Goehle, Luci
Creative’s director of strategy and design. “The museum’s vision, like ours, is to introduce
visitors to our soldiers and the contemporary 1st Infantry Division through exhibit experiences
that are unique to the museum community.”
As before, the compelling record of the Big Red One will be presented in the context of broader
history, inviting museum visitors to engage in the tough issues of war and peace.
School tours and programs previously held at the First Division Museum will take place at
alternative Cantigny Park locations during the project. Details are available online at
Cantigny.org and FirstDivisionMuseum.org.
###
About the First Division Museum at Cantigny Park
The First Division Museum, part of Robert R. McCormick Foundations, promotes public
learning about America’s military heritage and affairs through the history of the “Big Red
One”—the famed 1st Infantry Division of the U.S. Army. It stands in tribute to all who have
served our country in the armed forces. The museum’s main exhibit hall transports visitors to the
trenches of World War I, the beaches of World War II, and the jungles of Vietnam. Outside,
tanks are displayed from every era, along with personnel carriers and artillery. The Robert R.
McCormick Research Center, open to the public, houses the museum’s library, archival, and
photo collections. Visit the First Division Museum at Cantigny Park online at
www.FirstDivisionMuseum.org.
About Cantigny Park
Cantigny Park, part of the Robert R. McCormick Foundations, is the 500-acre former estate of
Col. Robert R. McCormick located in Wheaton, Illinois. It is home to the McCormick Museum,
First Division Museum, formal gardens, picnic grounds, walking trails and a Visitors Center with
banquet and dining facilities. More information, including hours, directions and upcoming
events, is online at www.cantigny.org. Cantigny Golf, adjacent to the park, features a 27-hole
championship golf course, a full-service clubhouse, Cantigny Golf Academy and the 9-hole
Cantigny Youth Links. For more information, visit www.cantignygolf.com.
About the Robert R. McCormick Foundation
The Robert R. McCormick Foundation’s mission is fostering communities of educated, informed
and engaged citizens. Through philanthropic grant-making and Cantigny Park, the Foundation
works to make life better in Chicagoland. The McCormick Foundation, among the nation's
largest foundations with more than $1.5 billion in assets, was established in 1955 upon the death
of Col. Robert R. McCormick, the longtime editor and publisher of the Chicago Tribune. Find
out more at www.mccormickfoundation.org.
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