News Release
March 28, 2013

May/June Events and Classes at Cantigny Park
The following activities will take place at Cantigny Park, 1s151 Winfield Road in Wheaton.
Additional details are online at Cantigny.org or call 630.668.5161.

May
Wednesday, May 1
Garden Tips & Tastes
Idea Garden, 12 pm
Bring a lunch and join Liz Omura from Cantigny Horticulture for some practical advice, a
new recipe and plenty of plant chatter. Sessions meet on the first and third Wednesday
each month. Advance registration requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with
paid parking ($5).
Thursday, May 2
Sprouts Parent-Child Program
Education Center, 10 to 11 am
Children ages 3 to 5 years are invited to explore seasonal nature topics through stories,
hands-on activities, nature walks and crafts. The theme for this 3-session class is
“Fantastic Feathered Friends.” Class also meets May 9 & 16. Cost: $18; parking free.
Register at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Friday, May 3
Sprouts Parent-Child Program
Education Center, 10 to 11 am
Children ages 3 to 5 years are invited to explore seasonal nature topics through stories,
hands-on activities, nature walks and crafts. The theme for this 3-session class is
“Fantastic Feathered Friends.” Class also meets May 10 & 17. Cost: $18; parking free.
Register at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Sunday, May 5
Open House
Cantigny Greenhouse, 10 am to 3 pm
Bring the family and your green thumb to this popular annual event! Demonstrations,
tours, exhibits, plant sales, kids’ activities and more. Members of the Cantigny
Horticulture staff will answer your gardening and plant questions. Admission and
parking are free; some activities may involve a small fee. Enter Cantigny at main gate on
Winfield Road (not Shaffner Road). Complimentary tram service to the greenhouse.
Monday, May 6
Golden Oak Club
Education Center, 10 to 11:30 am
This popular second-year program for seniors meets on the first and third Monday of
the month through October (no meeting Sept. 2). The first meeting each month features
a guest speaker; the second is devoted to various social activities. Each meeting
includes refreshments. Cost $25 per year; parking free, plus complimentary tram
service from main parking to the Education Center. Register at Cantigny.org or
630.260.8162.

Monday, May 6
Doodlebugs Art Class
Education Center, 1 to 2 pm
Drop off your child (ages 5 & 6) for an hour of creative exploration! Class meets three
consecutive Mondays: May 6, 13 & 20. The theme is “Nature Art.” Students will use the
beauty of nature for inspiration to create take-home masterpieces. Cost: $18; parking
free. Register at Cantigny.org or call 630.260.8162.
Tuesday, May 7
Garden Tour: Spring Annuals & Bulbs
Visitors Center, 11 am
Join Craig Kruckenberg and Jackie Kosbab from Cantigny Horticulture on a guided
stroll through the stunning color and variety of the early-May gardens. Free with paid
parking ($5).
Tuesday, May 7
Star Wars Art Class
Education Center, 6 to 7:30 pm
This class for ages 6-11 will meet on four consecutive Thursdays, including May 14, 21
& 28. With Star Wars as the theme, this fun and entertaining class will combine art
projects with games as well as food activities. Kari Kraus from Water Street Studios will
instruct. Cost is $70, parking free. Register at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Friday, May 10
National Public Gardens Day
Visitors Center, 10 am to 4 pm
The staff of Cantigny Horticulture will conduct special tours highlighting spring plantings
at 10:30 am, 12:30 pm and 2 pm. The tours (and garden advice) are free, and so is
park admission for guests who bring a voucher available at
www.nationalpublicgardensday.org.
Saturday, May 11
Tree Climbing Competition
Picnic Grounds, 10 am
Spectators are welcome at this professional competition conducted by the Illinois
Arborist Association. Free with paid parking ($5).
Saturday, May 11
Jewelry & Accessories Show
Visitors Center, 10 am to 4 pm
Come get your bling on at the “Beads, Bangles, & Baubles” Jewelry & Accessories
Show! Local artisans will exhibit handcrafted items in many styles and mediums—
perfect for Mother’s Day gift-giving. Free with paid parking ($5).
Wednesday, May 15
Garden Tips & Tastes
Idea Garden, 12 pm
Bring a lunch and join Liz Omura from Cantigny Horticulture for some practical advice, a
new recipe and plenty of plant chatter. Sessions meet on the first and third Wednesday
each month. Advance registration requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with
paid parking ($5).
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Wednesday, May 15
Date with History Series: Rick Atkinson
Visitors Center Theater, 7:30 pm
Pulitzer Prize winning author Rick Atkinson will discuss his new book, “The Guns at Last
Light: The War in Western Europe, 1944-1945,” (volume three of the Liberation Trilogy).
Program and parking free. For more information, visit FirstDivisionMuseum.org or call
630.260.8187.
Saturday, May 18
Armed Forces Day
First Division Museum/Tank Park, 9 am to 4 pm
Enjoy fun-filled family and educational activities honoring the United States Armed
Forces. The museum’s historic military vehicles will be on display. Free parking all day.
Sunday, May 19
Botanical Printing Class
Education Center, noon to 2:30 pm
Students will work on high-quality watercolor paper with watercolor paints and metallic
powders. All supplies are included and no art experience is required. Expert instruction
by artist JoAnne Laudolff. Cost $45, parking free. Register at Cantigny.org or
630.260.8162.
Sunday, May 19
Garden Photo Tips
Visitors Center, 2 pm
Receive advice, share your own knowledge, and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow
shutterbugs in beautiful surroundings. Group size is limited to 10—register at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($5).
Monday, May 20
Golden Oak Club
Education Center, 10 to 11:30 am
This popular second-year program for seniors meets on the first and third Monday of
the month through October (no meeting Sept. 2). The first meeting each month features
a guest speaker; the second is devoted to various social activities. Each meeting
includes refreshments. Cost $25 per year; parking free, plus complimentary tram
service from main parking to the Education Center. Register at Cantigny.org or
630.260.8162.
Tuesday, May 21
Page Turners of Cantigny
Education Center, 11 am to 12 pm
Cantigny Park’s new book club will discuss “The Art of Racing in the Rain,” by Garth
Stein. The club meets monthly through September, with separate sign-up for each
meeting. The cost to attend is $5 per meeting and parking is free. Register at
Cantigny.org or call 630.260.8162.
Wednesday, May 22
Blossom Bits: A Floral Design Workshop
Idea Garden, 12 pm
Cantigny Floral Designer Beth Libby will share tips and demonstrate techniques to try at
home. “No Fail Houseplants” is the focus of this session. Advance registration
requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($5).
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Thursday, May 23
Crafty Ladies
Education Center, 2 to 3:30 pm
Get your creative juices flowing, socialize with fellow crafters, and make a burlap utensil
holder and stamped tea towels. All supplies are provided and all levels of crafters are
welcome! Cost $15, parking free. Register at Cantigny.org or call 630.260.8162.
Thursday, May 23
Summer Container Workshop
Greenhouse, 6:30 pm
Bring in a container of your choosing and Cantigny will supply the soil and a flat of
plants—plus the know-how to keep your container blooming pretty! Liz Omura from
Cantigny Horticulture will instruct. Limit 15 students. $45. Parking free. Register at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. For convenience and proximity to the greenhouse
parking lot, guests may enter Cantigny Park from Shaffner Road.
Saturday, May 25
Summer Exhibit Opening: “Faces of the 1st”
First Division Museum, 10 am
What do a drummer from New York, a chaplain from Texas and a nurse from Wisconsin
have in common? They all served in the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division. “Faces of the
1st” will tell their stories, plus the stories of 14 other veterans who served with the famed
“Big Red One.” Visitors will experience the Division’s history from 1918 to modern times
through their eyes. Free with paid parking ($5).
Sunday, May 26
Vintage Base Ball Match
Parade Field, 12 pm
Enjoy an afternoon of America’s pastime as it looked and was played more than 100
years ago! The rules of 1858 will apply as the home team DuPage Plowboys take on the
barnstorming St. Louis Unions in a spirited match of skill and sportsmanship. Free with
paid parking ($5).
Sunday, May 26
Free Concert: R-Gang
Bandshell, 3 pm
R-Gang specializes in R&B music from the Motown era through the 90’s. The band’s
musical expertise and showmanship combine for exciting entertainment the whole
family will enjoy. Lawn seating; chairs and blankets welcome. Free with paid parking
($5).
Monday, May 27
Free Concert: Steve Cooper Orchestra
Bandshell, 3 pm
Enjoy one of the most popular ballroom bands in the Midwest at this special Memorial
Day performance! The Steve Cooper Orchestra specializes in big band favorites but
also plays rock & roll tunes (in ballroom style) and songs from current Broadway shows
and popular movies. Lawn seating; chairs and blankets welcome. Free with paid
parking ($5).
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June
Saturday, June 1
Neighbor to Neighbor: Grow It Forward!
Education Center, 11 am
Hear a talk on vegetable gardening by Liz Omura, then take home two tomato plants
and two pepper plants—along with the commitment to share the produce with someone
in need. Guests who send in picture of themselves giving their plants or vegetables to a
needy neighbor will receive a free one-day pass to Cantigny Park! Advance registration
requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($5).
Saturday, June 1
Vintage Base Ball Match
Parade Field, 12 pm
Enjoy an afternoon of America’s pastime as it looked and was played more than 100
years ago! The rules of 1858 will apply as the home club DuPage Plowboys challenge
the Oregon Ganymedes in a spirited match of skill and sportsmanship. Free with paid
parking ($5).
Sunday, June 2
Free Concert: Woody James and the Millington Two
Bandshell, 3 pm
If you favor the country-western sound—and the tunes of Johnny Cash in particular—
then this act is for you! Woody James, from the Kendall County town of Millington, IL, is
a 21-year-old singer and guitarist who can really deliver the goods. Lawn seating; chairs
and blankets welcome. Free with paid parking ($5).
Monday, June 3
Golden Oak Club
Education Center, 10 to 11:30 am
This popular second-year program for seniors meets on the first and third Monday of
the month through October (no meeting Sept. 2). The first meeting each month features
a guest speaker; the second is devoted to various social activities. Each meeting
includes refreshments. Cost $25 per year; parking free, plus complimentary tram
service from main parking to the Education Center. Register at Cantigny.org or
630.260.8162.
Tuesday, June 4
Music Together® Sing-A-Long
Education Center, 9:30 to 10:15 am
Fun for the whole family, this four-session course features interactive parent-child
songs, chants, dances and instrumental jam sessions. Perfect for infants through
kindergarten. Rhonda Sisson from Music Together® will instruct. Class also meets June
11, 18 & 25. Cost: $52 for first registered child, $40 for siblings and free for siblings
under 9 months old. Parking included with fee. Register at Cantigny.org or call
630.260.8162.
Tuesday, June 4 (through June 9)
WWII Landing Craft Display
First Division Museum, all day
The First Division Museum’s largest historic artifact, a restored landing craft (or LCVP)
from World War II, will be on outdoor exhibit in honor of the 69th Anniversary of D-Day.
The landing craft was likely used during the 1944 D-Day landings in France. Fewer than
10 are currently held by museums worldwide. Free with paid parking ($5).
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Tuesday, June 4
Garden Tour: Perennials
Visitors Center, 11 am
Join Craig Myroup from Cantigny Horticulture on a leisurely walk focusing on perennials
that bloom in early summer. Free with paid parking ($5).
Wednesday, June 5
Inchworms Parent-Child Program
Education Center, 9:30 to 10:15 am
Introduce your little one (ages 18-36 months) to nature through songs, simple crafts
and outdoor exploration. The theme for this class is “Playdate with Nature.” Cost: $6;
parking free. Register at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Wednesday, June 5
Garden Tips & Tastes
Idea Garden, 12 pm
Bring a lunch and join Liz Omura from Cantigny Horticulture for some practical advice, a
new recipe and plenty of plant chatter. Sessions meet on the first and third Wednesday
each month. Advance registration requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with
paid parking ($5).
Wednesday, June 5
Date with History Series: “Faces of the 1st”
First Division Museum, 7:30 pm
Several veterans featured in the museum’s summer exhibit, “Faces of the 1st”, will
interact with visitors, speaking about their experiences with the Army’s 1st Infantry
Division. Free admission and parking.
Thursday, June 6
Sprouts Parent-Child Program
Education Center, 10 to 11 am
Children ages 3 to 5 years are invited to explore seasonal nature topics through stories,
hands-on activities, nature walks and crafts. The theme for this 3-session class is
“Playdate with Nature.” Class also meets June 13 & 20. Cost: $18; parking free.
Register at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Saturday, June 8
Vintage Base Ball Match
Parade Field, 12 pm
Enjoy an afternoon of America’s pastime as it looked and was played more than 100
years ago! The rules of 1858 will apply as the home club Cantigny Red Oaks face the
DuPage Plowboys in a spirited match of skill and sportsmanship. Free with paid parking
($5).
Sunday, June 9
Free Concert: The Jay Witcher Orchestra
Bandshell, 3 pm
Founded in 1999, this group features some of the finest musicians in the Chicago area.
If swing is your thing, don’t miss this special performance! Lawn seating; chairs and
blankets welcome. Free with paid parking ($5).
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Wednesday, June 12
Blossom Bits: A Floral Design Workshop
Idea Garden, 12 pm
Cantigny Floral Designer Beth Libby will share tips and demonstrate techniques to try at
home. The feature topic this day will be how to select the best fresh-cut flowers. Preregistration requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($5).
Wednesday, June 12
Lecture: Last of the Doughboys
Visitors Center Theater, 7 pm
At this joint presentation by Cantigny’s First Division Museum and the Robert R.
McCormick Museum, author Richard Rubin will discuss his new book, “The Last of the
Doughboys: The Forgotten Generation and Their Forgotten World War.” Rubin spent 10
years finding and interviewing the last living veterans of WWI. His book goes beyond
military history to reveal the voices of those who fought in the epic “War to End All
Wars.” Free admission and parking.
Saturday, June 15, 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday, June 16, 10 am to 4 pm
“Art in Bloom” Fine Art Festival
Come to Cantigny for one of the park’s biggest events of the year and a Father’s Day
tradition. Art in Bloom will feature a juried art show, more than 75 exhibiting artists,
activities and crafts, demonstrations, live music, great food and more! Free with paid
parking ($5).
Sunday, June 16
Father’s Day Brunch
Red Oak Room at Cantigny Golf
Seatings at 10 am, 12:30 pm and 3 pm
Treat dad to an amazing brunch along with panoramic views of Cantigny’s renowned
golf course. After the feast, tee it up or attend “Art in Bloom” at Cantigny Park! Pricing
and other details are online at CantignyGolf.com. For reservations, call 630.260.8194.
Monday, June 17
Golden Oak Club
Education Center, 10 to 11:30 am
This popular second-year program for seniors meets on the first and third Monday of
the month through October (no meeting Sept. 2). The first meeting each month features
a guest speaker; the second is devoted to various social activities. Each meeting
includes refreshments. Cost $25 per year; parking free, plus complimentary tram
service from main parking to the Education Center. Register at Cantigny.org or
630.260.8162.
Wednesday, June 19
Inchworms Parent-Child Program
Education Center, 9:30 to 10:15 am
Introduce your little one (ages 18-36 months) to nature through songs, simple crafts
and outdoor exploration. The theme for this class is “More Nature Fun.” Cost: $6;
parking free. Register at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
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Wednesday, June 19
Garden Tips & Tastes
Idea Garden, 12 pm
Bring a lunch and join Liz Omura from Cantigny Horticulture for some practical advice, a
new recipe and plenty of plant chatter. Sessions meet on the first and third Wednesday
each month. Advance registration requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with
paid parking ($5).
Wednesday, June 19
Garden Photo Tips
Visitors Center, 6:30 pm
Receive advice, share your own knowledge, and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow
shutterbugs in beautiful surroundings. Group size is limited to 10—register at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($5).
Wednesday, June 19
Pedals & Petals Evening Bike Tour
Visitors Center, 6:30 pm
Bob Carr and Chris Roberts from Cantigny Horticulture will escort visitors on a leisurely
ride with plenty of stops at different areas of the gardens. Adults and children ages 8
and up welcome. Limit 15 people. Free with paid parking ($2). Advance registration
required at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Thursday, June 20
Storytime in the Garden
Visitors Center, 11 am
Join the West Chicago Library staff to explore some favorite stories and other activities
in Cantigny’s beautiful gardens. Contact Ms. Joslyn Jones at the library for further
details and reservations (starting June 1) at 630.231.1552, ext. 3. Free with paid parking
($5).
Thursday, June 20
Evening Garden Walk
Visitors Center, 6:30 pm
Celebrate one of the longest days of the year by joining a guided stroll with Craig
Kruckenberg and Joy Kaminsky from Cantigny Horticulture. This is one of best times of
year and one of the best times of day to see the park’s renowned gardens. Advance
registration is requested at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162. Free with paid parking ($2).
Thursday, June 20
Movie in the Park: “Raiders of the Lost Ark”
Visitors Center, 8:30 pm
Celebrate the beginning of summer with Indiana Jones in this modern classic from
1981. Movie seating is on the hillside lawn adjacent to the Visitors Center, so guests are
encouraged to bring blankets or chairs. Free with paid parking ($2).
Friday, June 21
Storytime in the Garden
Visitors Center, 10:30 am
Join the Winfield Public Library staff to explore some favorite stories and other activities
in Cantigny’s beautiful gardens. Contact Ms. Nuccia Choate at the library for further
details and reservations (starting June 1) at 630.653.7599. Free with paid parking ($5).
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Saturday, June 22
Free Kids Concert: Istvan and His Imaginary Band
Bandshell, 2 pm
Istvan, a longtime member of Chicago’s alternative music scene, plays an irresistible
mix of interactive rock & roll, country, pop punk and sing-alongs that kids love. Lawn
seating; chairs and blankets welcome. Free with paid parking ($5).
Saturday, June 22
Elmhurst Symphony Orchestra
First Division Museum lawn, 8 pm
Enjoy a Ravinia-style concert as the Elmhurst Symphony, conducted by Stephen Alltop,
presents “From Sea to Shining Sea.” Tickets are $12 in advance or $18 the day of
show. Purchase tickets at Cantigny.org or call 630.260.8162. Tickets also are available
at Cantigny Park—in the gift shop and at the parking booth. For mail orders, download
an order form on the website.
Sunday, June 23
Free Concert: The Special Consensus
Bandshell, 3 pm
A bluegrass original returns to Cantigny! This four-member acoustic band, formed in
1975, has performed on many national stages including the Grand Ole Opry in
Nashville. Special C’s “Scratch Gravel Road” was nominated for Best Bluegrass Album
at the 2012 Grammy Awards. Lawn seating; chairs and blankets welcome. Free with
paid parking ($5).
Monday, June 24
Camp Cantigny (5 days)
9 am to 12 pm
Kids ages 7-10 are invited to Cantigny for a week of fun and exploration. Each day will
take campers to a different part of the park for activities, games, crafts and discoveries.
Camp concludes on June 28. Cost $105, parking free. Register at Cantigny.org or
630.260.8162.
Tuesday, June 25
Page Turners of Cantigny
Education Center, 11 am to 12 pm
Cantigny Park’s new book club will discuss “Julie and Julia: My Year of Cooking
Dangerously,” by Julie Powell. The club meets monthly through September, with
separate sign-up for each meeting. The cost to attend is $5 per meeting and parking is
free. Register at Cantigny.org or call 630.260.8162.
Thursday, June 27
Movie in the Park: “Field of Dreams”
Visitors Center, 8:30 pm
Here’s a summery favorite that’s better than ever when enjoyed under the stars!
Released in 1989, Field of Dreams may be the most popular baseball movie of all time.
Movie seating is on the hillside lawn adjacent to the Visitors Center, so guests are
encouraged to bring blankets or chairs. Free with paid parking ($2).
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Friday, June 28
Military Science: Rockets
First Division Museum, 12:30 to 2:30 pm
Learn about military rockets in a fun and safe environment. Middle school students will
experiment with basic principles of rocketry and launch different types of model rockets.
All participants will take home an Estes rocket. Cost $15, parking free. Register at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Saturday, June 29
Free Kids Concert: The Boogers
Bandshell, 2 pm
The band is the brainchild of Dr. Paul Crowe, a PhD in developmental psychology. His
gift is a unique brand of rock and punk rock for kids that the whole family can enjoy
together. Lawn seating; chairs and blankets welcome. Free with paid parking ($5).
Thursday, June 27
Awesome Earrings Class
Education Center, 6 to 8 pm
Learn the fundamental techniques to create awesome earrings! Artist Lisa DienstThomas will provide expert instruction and students will receive all supplies necessary
for up to three pairs of pierced dangle earrings with sterling silver and various beads.
Tools also provided for use during class. No experience necessary. Cost $38; parking
free. Advance registration required at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Saturday, June 29
Mosaic Stepping Stone Class
Education Center, 9 am to 12 pm
This class, limited to 15 students, will introduce the complete process of creating a
mosaic piece. Participants will complete an outdoor stepping stone and be introduced
to materials such as art glass, china and ceramic tile. All materials (including choice of
stepping stone shapes) and use of tools are included. Artist Lisa Tolbert, owner of
Mosaic Whimsies, will instruct. Cost $80; parking free. Advance registration required at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Saturday, June 29
Mosaic Terra Cotta Pots Class
Education Center, 1 to 4 pm
Local mosaic artist Lisa Tolbert will show how to embellish your garden pots with bright,
shiny shards of china, ceramic and colored glass. Students will be introduced to all
aspects of mosaic art and materials as they complete an outdoor terra cotta pot to take
home. Fee covers all materials (including 6-inch pot), use of tools and a take-home
instructional booklet. Cost $55; parking free. Advance registration required at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Sunday, June 30
Mosaic Gazing Ball Class
Education Center, 9 am to 12 pm
This class, limited to 15 students, will show how to decorate a bowling ball with the
mosaic technique, including the steps of cutting and placing glass or china to fit a
curved surface, use of adhesives and grouting. Artist Lisa Tolbert, owner of Mosaic
Whimsies, will instruct. Fee covers all materials, use of tools and a take-home
instructional booklet. Cost $65; parking free. Advance registration required at
Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
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Sunday, June 30
Mosaic Wrought Iron Table Class
Education Center, 1 to 5 pm
Local mosaic artist Lisa Tolbert will show how to create a beautiful outdoor table for
your patio or deck! Students will be introduced to all aspects of mosaic technique
including the cutting of china and glass; adhering chards of different thicknesses to
create a smooth even surface; the grouting process; plus overall trouble-shooting
strategies. Class limited to 8 students. Fee covers table top, equipment use and a
selection of ornaments such as china, colored glass and crystal strands. Cost $125;
parking free. Advance registration required at Cantigny.org or 630.260.8162.
Sunday, June 30
Free Concert: The Neverly Brothers
Bandshell, 3 pm
Get ready for a guided musical tour through rock & roll history, including Elvis and The
Beatles. This band is all about high-energy entertainment—you’ll love the music, the
showmanship and even the wardrobes! Lawn seating; chairs and blankets welcome.
Free with paid parking ($5).
###
About Cantigny Park
Cantigny Park, part of the Chicago-based Robert R. McCormick Foundations, is the
500-acre Wheaton estate of Robert R. McCormick. It is home to the McCormick
Museum, First Division Museum, formal gardens, picnic grounds, walking trails and a
Visitor Center with banquet and dining facilities. More information, including hours,
directions and upcoming events is online at Cantigny.org. Cantigny Golf, adjacent to
the park, features a 27-hole championship golf course, full-service clubhouse, Cantigny
Golf Academy and the 9-hole Cantigny Youth Links. For more information, visit
CantignyGolf.com.
Media Contact:
Jeff Reiter
Cantigny Park/Robert R. McCormick Foundations
630.260.8218
JReiter@McCormickFoundation.org
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